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this the only branch of trade in which the bold and
fortunate dealer might hope for wealth, but the
Government kept the monopoly of all such golden
opportunities for the trading companies, and yet
marvelled that settlers would not brave the hard-
ships of the frontier when unallured by the chance
of gain.

To the system of monopoly Richelieu clung in all
his efforts to develop colonial enterprise. In this
he followed the unbroken traditions of French ad-
ministration, and if his political conceptions were
marked by novelty, he never manifested any origin-
ality in questions of commerce or finance. But,
however imperfect were the agencies used, he drew
the attention of the nation to the importance of
colonial development and built up a powerful navy,
the first requisite for acquiring and holding a
foreign empire, A century later, France lost her
opportunity in America and India by incapacity and
Indifference, but such faults could never be imputed
to Richelieu.

Trading companies were organised to deal both in
the East and West, empowered not only to acquire
foreign possessions and carry on foreign commerce,
but to lay hold of tramps and beggars, and force
them to labour in their employ for six years without
pay. Although this form of white slavery was little
practised, black slaves began to be introduced into
the French West Indies. It is said that Louis was
averse to this procedure, and was with difficulty
brought to sanction it. It is not likely that he was
supported in his humanitarian views by the Cardinal,n-
